ASCC Themes 2 Panel 
Approved Minutes
Tuesday, November 22nd, 2022							           2:30PM – 4:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Conroy, Hadad, Hilty, Kogan, Nagar, Parsons, Putikka, Steele, Tanner, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 11/08/2022 Minutes
· Nagar, Parsons, unanimously approved 
2) Geography 3801 (existing course requesting new GEN Theme: Sustainability) (Return) (Previously approved by ASCC Themes Panel; only requires TAG review) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel
· Panel previously approved at 07/28/2022 meeting
3) Plant Pathology 4321 (new course requesting new GEN Theme: Sustainability) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· Parsons, Nagar, unanimously approved 
4) History 3640 (existing course with GEL Historical Study; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the legacy General Education (GEL) Goals, ELOs, and brief rationale be added to the course syllabus. As a reminder, History 3640 is approved for GEL Historical Study and the Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The Panel asks that, on page 11 of the course syllabus, the academic misconduct statement be updated and replaced with the required academic misconduct statement. The academic misconduct statement that is required by the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly note that the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the Student Life-Disability Services and Mental Health statements with minor language changes. They are making faculty across the College aware of these updates and are asking units to update their syllabi and/or syllabi templates as applicable. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion. 
· Kogan, Nagar, unanimously approved with two contingencies (n bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
5) Comparative Studies 3658 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course assignments be more clearly linked to the GEN Theme ELOs. Currently, it is unclear how course assignments and activities will function as vehicles to ensure the GEN ELOs are achieved. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more information be provided surrounding both the structure of the archival work exercise (as discussed on page 3 of the course syllabus) and what students will be expected to do in order to fulfill GEN Theme ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that ELO 4.1 and ELO 4.2 be further explained in the GE submission forms provided, as it is still unclear how the course expects to meet those particular ELOs with the current explanation. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the required academic misconduct and Student Life – Disability Services statements be added to the course syllabus. Additionally, they ask that the course proposer check to ensure all other required elements of a course syllabus are present within the submitted documents. The academic misconduct, Student Life – Disability Services, and all other required syllabus elements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a brief rationale paragraph be added underneath the GEN Goals and ELOs in the course syllabus that explains to students how they can expect to meet the GEN Goals and ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that, in the official course description in curriculum.osu.edu, the reference to “topic varies” be removed, as this course is no longer what is considered a “special topics” course with its inclusion in the GEN program and removal of its ability to be repeated. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to this feedback. 
· No Vote 
6) AAAS 4342 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas & Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend, when discussing ELO 3.2, clearly articulating early on what the “big idea” is that the course will be exploring. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the legacy General Education (GEL) Goals, ELOs, and brief rationale be added to the course syllabus. As a reminder, AAAS 4342 is approved for GEL Cultures and Ideas and Diversity – Global Studies, and the Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing reference to the “OSU Grading Scale” on page 4 of the course syllabus, as The Ohio State University does not have an official grading scale and course instructors are free to utilize a grading scale that best suits the needs of their course. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly note that the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the Student Life-Disability Services and Mental Health statements with minor language changes. They are making faculty across the College aware of these updates and are asking units to update their syllabi and/or syllabi templates as applicable. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· Parsons, Nagar, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
7) Religious Studies 3672 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas & Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S.; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend reiterating, when discussing ELO 3.2, that the “big idea” transformation that is being examined is settler colonialism and the response to this idea. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel
· The reviewing faculty ask that, on page 2 of the course syllabus, the GEN Theme ELOs be added to the course syllabus, as currently only the Goals are listed. Additionally, they ask that the GE explanatory rationale explaining how students will meet the Goals and ELOs be expanded upon to further elaborate on how students can expect to meet these ELOs. As a reminder, the GEN Goals and ELOs can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend, on page 3 of the syllabus, clarifying if there is a research response paper assignment that students must complete. It appears that, under the “Course Requirements” heading, there is a research response assignment that may have been replaced by a midterm exam. 
· Nagar, Parsons, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
8) Food Science & Technology 3110 (new course requesting new GEN Theme: Sustainability with Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching High-Impact Practice) (Return) (Theme has been fully approved; only needs ASCC Themes Panel Review for High-Impact Practice)
· High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching
· After deliberating on the course and finding the revision not meeting the standards the Panel is looking for the Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching High-Impact Practice category, they have asked to invite representatives from the unit to discuss the course further. These representatives will attend the next meeting of the ASCC Themes 2 Panel. 
· Tabled until future meeting
9) ENR and AEDE 2501 (new cross-listed course requesting new GEN Theme: Sustainability with Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching High-Impact Practice) (Return) (Theme has been fully approved; only needs ASCC Themes Panel Review for High-Impact Practice) 
· High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching
· The reviewing faculty thank the departments for their revisions, but  they still do not find the course to meet the definition of the High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching. Both instructors should be involved in all aspects of the course design. To this end, they would like to see the following feedback items addressed: 
· As the reviewing faculty read the plan in the provided syllabus and cover letter, they did not see how the faculty would be interacting with each other in a direct way during the provided lecture videos. In order to be High-Impact, the faculty members should be making the videos together and interrogating the ideas presented by each discipline during these lecture videos, and should not simply be teaching in a co-teaching model. If this is taking place, it is not clear on the course syllabus, and the reviewing faculty ask that this be further clarified. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional details regarding the new discussion board assignments. As it currently reads, it appears as if one of the two instructors involved with the course will be answering students in the discussion board. In order to be considered High-Impact, both instructors should be engaging with the discussion boards and having conversations with all students and each other in this forum, and ideally examining and interrogating the ideas of all disciplines being engaged in the course. 
· The reviewing faculty strongly recommend reaching out to Bill Putikka, faculty Chair of the ASCC Themes 2 Panel, to more thoroughly discuss the feedback of the Panel and their concerns. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote 
10) History/Jewish Studies 3465 (existing courses with GEL Historical Study; requesting GEN Theme: Migration, Mobility, and Immobility) (Pre-approved by TAG) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the legacy General Education (GEL) Goals, ELOs, and brief rationale be added to the course syllabus. There are objectives listed on page 1 of the course syllabus, but these are Goals and ELOs under the GEC, the GE program that was discontinued in 2012. As a reminder, History and Jewish Studies 3465 are approved for GEL Historical Study and the Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· Nagar, Parsons, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) 
11) Economics 4597.01 (existing course with GEL Cross-Disciplinary Seminar; requesting GEN Theme: Migration, Mobility, and Immobility) (Pre-approved by TAG) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty, after deliberating on this course, have decided to table the proposal for a future meeting when they can invite Jennie Babcock, Chair of the Theme Advisory Group: Migration, Mobility, and Immobility, as they have questions as to whether or not this course fits the spirit of the GEN Theme requested. T they have the following feedback that they wish to be saved and added to the future vote of the course: 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the legacy General Education (GEL) Goals, ELOs, and brief rationale be added to the course syllabus. As a reminder, Economics 4597.01 is approved for GEL Cross-Disciplinary Seminar and the Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to let the department know that the prerequisite of “Junior standing” is no longer required as it once was for courses in the GEC Capstone: Issues of the Contemporary World (which the course at hand used to be under quarters). They offer the friendly recommendation to potentially revisit this prerequisite, as Junior Standing or above could significantly dampen enrollment within the course. However, they recognize that the department may wish to keep this prerequisite and offer this only as a friendly suggestion. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement to the most up-to-date statement. This can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements 
· Tabled until future meeting
